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WALKER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

P'or  1895. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Walker  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  for  the  Urban  District  of  Walker,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1895. 

The  District  was,  as  usual,  kept  under  constant  obser-  inspection  of 

A  District. 

vation  throughout  the  year,  and  various  matters  reported 
to  your  monthly  meetings.  In  addition  to  these  minor 
inspections,  however,  in  the  month  of  August  your 
Committee  accompanied  me  in  a  thorough  house-to-house 
inspection  of  the  whole  District,  and  found  it  then  to  be, 
on  the  whole,  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Some  ill- 
constructed  privy-ashpits  and  privy-middens  still  exist, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  your  Council  will  continue  their 
efforts  to  remedy  such  defects. 

Owing  to  alterations  in  the  Shields  Road  Turnpike,  the 
old  pit  cottages  known  as  Smasher’s  Row  are  once  more 
below  the  level  of  the  road.  The  Two  Mile  Stone  Houses 
also,  I  need  hardly  add,  are  still  in  the  same  condition  as 
mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report.  For  some  months 
past  I  have  refrained  from  alluding  to  them,  as  I  have 
condemned  them  so  often,  and  seemingly  to  so  little 
purpose,  that  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
matter  was  no  care  to  your  Council,  and  I  merely  make 
this  last  mention  of  the  property  as  a  means  of  recording 
my  protest  against  the  policy  of  laissez-faire  adopted  by 
you  in  this  instance. 
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Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 

Urinals. 


Ashpits. 


Diphtheria. 


The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  well  kept  on  the  whole. 
The  owner  of  Stott’s  House  Farm,  Mr.  Yarrow,  was 
prosecuted  and  fined  for  not  keeping  his  cowshed  in  a 
proper  condition  in  March  last.  The  premises  are  since 
somewhat  improved.  A  suspected  case  of  anthrax  was 
reported  from  the  Scrogg  Farm,  and  due  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection ;  eventually,  however,  the 
Local  Government  Inspector  reported  that  the  case  was 
not  one  of  true  anthrax. 

The  slaughter  houses  are  kept  clean  and  satisfactorily. 

The  urinals  are  clean  and  supplied  with  disinfectants ; 
there  should,  however,  be  one  near  the  Neptune  Shipyard 
to  re-place  the  old  one  that  was  removed. 

The  ashpits  are  well  cleansed,  but  there  has  been 
occasional  complaint  that  the  carts  go  round  at  improper 
hours. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  certified  in  1895, 
as  against  thirty-four  in  1894.  By  referring  to  the 
appended  chart  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  these  cases 
occurred  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  In  January, 
when  we  seemed  on  the  point  of  a  serious  epidemic,  I 
suggested  to  your  Council  that  “  as  the  beneficial  action  of 
anti-toxin  is  now  generally  admitted,  while  its  price  is 
prohibitive  to  people  such  as  live  in  this  District,  the 
Council  follow  the  example  of  other  public  bodies  on  the 
Continent  and  elsewhere  in  supplying  the  serum,  either 
free  or  at  a  reduced  rate,  to  all  cases  certified,  which  are 
proved  by  scientific  investigation  to  be  true  Diphtheria.” 
Your  Council  agreed  to  do  so,  and  arrangements  were 
made  with  Professor  Murray,  of  the  University  of  Durham, 
for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  all  specimens  sent 
him.  Five  cases  were  accordingly  sent,  and  in  three  of 
them  the  Klebs-Lceffler  bacillus  was  found ;  in  the  other 
two  no  such  bacilli  were  found  in  the  particular  specimens 
forwarded.  This  arrangement  did  not  come  into  force 
until  the  early  part  of  February,  and  after  that  you  will 
notice  by  reference  to  the  diagram  that  there  was  a 
marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases.  Several 
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other  cases  were  privately  treated  by  anti-toxin,  and  in 
no  case  was  there  a  fatal  termination  where  this  course  of 
treatment  was  followed ;  nor  were  there  the  sequelae  that 
have  sometimes  been  noted  by  other  observers.  As  the 
price  of  anti-toxin  is  now  within  the  reach  of  all,  I  think 
your  resolution  might  lapse. 

Seventy-one  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified  as  scarlatina, 
occurring  in  forty- three  houses.  In  four  houses  there 
were  four  cases  apiece,  in  five  houses  three,  in  six  houses 
two,  and  in  twenty-eight  one.  This  shows  the  necessity 
of  early  isolation,  though  that  is  a  paradox  in  populous 
working-class  districts,  as  is  well  illustrated  by  an 
authentic  instance  I  heard  of  lately  in  which  a  man  was 
cautioned  to  isolate  a  child  suffering  from  erysipelas,  but 
expressed  his  inability  to  do  so  as  he  had  some  thirteen 
children  and  only  three  rooms.  Most  of  the  cases  of 
Scarlatina  were  of  a  mild  type,  with  only  a  mortality  of 
7’04  per  cent.  Two  cases  only  were  removed  to  the  fever 
hospital,  and  the  mother  of  one  of  them  died  from  an 
attack  a  few  days  after  her  accouchement.  The  epidemic, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  appended  chart,  was  most  severe 
in  January,  February,  April  and  May. 

Cholera  was  entirely  absent,  and  Diarrhoea  was  not  so  Cholera  and 

,  .  .  Diarrhoea. 

prevalent  as  m  some  previous  years. 

Influenza  was  epidemic  in  February  and  March,  and  influenza. 
Bronchial  sequelae  were  rather  frequent. 


Whooping  Cough  was  common  in  July  and  August. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


During  the  year  130  notifications  of  infectious  disease  Notification  of 
were  received,  as  against  88  notifications  the  previous  Diseases,*5 
year.  These  are  tabulated  in  form  B  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Of  these  cases  17  proved  fatal. 


Notified. 

Died, 

Diphtheria  . . . 

...  33 

8 

Scarlatina  ... 

...  71 

5 

Croup  (memb.) 

...  1  ... 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

17 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  1  ... 

1 

—17 

"  4*-  05  1<J 
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In  addition  to  these,  however,  there  were  11  deaths 
from  Zymotic  diseases  not  notifiable  in  this  township,  i.e. — 
Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  5 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

—11 

The  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough  and  diminution  of 
Diarrhoea  has  been  already  referred  to.  while  Measles  was 
not  at  all  common. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  1894  was : — 

1894.  1895. 

From  diseases  notifiable  ...  1G  ...  17 

Do.  non-not.ifiable..  5  ...  11 

21  28 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  and  the  proportion 
per  thousand  of  the  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of 
each  year : — 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  THE  SEVEN  PRINCIPAL 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Seven  principal  Zymotic 


Total  Number 
of  Deaths. 


Annual  Death-Rate 
per  1,000. 


Diseases. 


1886 

1 

1887  1888 

1889 

1890 

1891  1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1891 

1895 

.  Scarlatina . 

9 

5 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

•9 

•5 

•2 

•3 

•09 

•1 

•08 

•4 

.  Measles 

31 

5 

13 

*  *  • 

3 

12 

13 

1 

1 

3-1 

•5 

1-1 

•2 

i'0 

1*1 

•08 

•08 

.  Whooping'  Cough.. 

5 

3 

4 

1 

10 

8 

4 

11 

2 

5 

•5 

•3 

•4 

•09 

•9 

•7 

•3 

•9 

•16 

•4 

.  Fevers  . 

2 

1 

4 

9 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

•2 

•1 

•4 

•8 

•09 

•1 

•2 

•1 

•08 

•2 

.  Diarrhoea  . . . 

11 

5 

9 

4 

5 

3 

2 

4 

2 

5 

1-1 

•5 

•9 

•3 

•4 

•2 

•1 

*3 

•16 

•4 

.  Diphtheria 

1 

2 

1 

9 

11 

6 

12 

8 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•1 

•1 

•09 

•7 

•9 

•5 

1 

•6 

.  Small  Pox . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  . 

58 

19 

20 

33 

18 

25 

32 

38 

20 

27 

5-8 

1-9 

2-0 

3-0 

1-6 

2-2 

2-7 

3-2 

1-6 

2  2 

Hospital  for  Last  year,  four  persons — Jas.  Ferguson  (Scarlatina), 
Diseases.  Thos.  Taggart  (Scarlatina),  Wm.  Lennox  (Enteric  Fever), 
Annie  Cuddihy  (Enteric  Fever) — were  removed  to  the 
City  Hospital  at  Walker  Gate.  I  am  sorry  your  Council 
cannot  see  their  way  to  provide  the  temporary  shelter 
during  disinfection  which  I  have  previously  advocated. 
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In  consequence  of  the  closing  of  part  of  the  graveyard  Burial  Ground, 
in  1898,  the  question  of  burial  ground  will  before  long 
become  an  urgent  one,  and  in  anticipation  of  this,  on 
August  20th,  1895,  I  was  requested  to  accompany  Dr. 

Hoffman,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  an 
inspection  of  some  ground  at  the  back  of  the  present 
site,  and  concurred  with  him  in  his  opinion  that  the 
proposed  ground  was  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  884  births  and  Births  and 
252  deaths.  Of  the  latter,  45  occurred  in  the  “City” 

Hospital,  and  six  in  the  township,  among  persons  who 
did  not  belong  to  Walker.  Consequently  the  natural 
increase  is  384—201  =  183.  In  1894  it  was  233.  Of 
the  births  registered  200  were  males  and  184  females. 

By  referring  to  table  A  it  will  be  found  that  there  were  Table  a. 

5  deaths  from  injuries,  so  that  201 — 5  =  196  is  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  natural  causes.  This  gives  a 
death-rate  of  16  per  1,000  for  the  year ;  that  of  the  whole 
Tynemouth  Union  from  all  causes  was  20'  16  per  1,000. 

The  relative  mortality  from  all  causes  during  the  four 
quarters  of  the  year  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
periods  of  previous  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — - 


1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Year. 

1885 

...  22’0 

14-8 

16*0 

20'0 

18*2 

1886 

...  16*4 

22-0 

36-8 

16*0 

20*3 

1887 

...  20*8 

10*4 

18*4 

22*4 

18*0 

1888 

...  27*5 

21*0 

23*5 

28'0 

20-0 

1889 

...  18'5 

27*6 

19'6 

17*0 

20*8 

1890 

...  23'6 

18*2 

22*5 

21*4 

20*9 

1891 

...  17*6 

26*8 

17*3 

23*3 

20*4 

1892 

...  23-8 

16*3 

18-4 

15*6 

18*3 

1893 

...  17*2 

20*0 

25-2 

18*8 

20*5 

1894 

...  17*3 

16*7 

11*0 

18*7 

15*9 

1895 

...  25*2 

14-8 

13-6 

11*6 

16*3 

The  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  was  last 
year  69,  while  in  1894  it  was  54.  The  ratio  to  the  total 
number  of  deaths  from  natural  causes  is  34*8  per  cent. 
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Of  the  causes  I  have  again  made  a  special  table. 

Premature  Birth,  Congenital  Debility...  82 

Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh  and  allied 
disorders  . . . 

Diarrhoea 
Bronchitis,  &c.  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Convulsions 
Meningitis  (tuberc.) 

Epilepsy 
Cranial  Abscess 
Cardiac  Syncope 

—69 


4 

11 

8 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 


The  mortality  from  Bronchial  affections  was  spread 
evenly  over  the  whole  year,  but  that  of  the  first  noted 
causes  was  20  in  the  first  six  months  and  12  in  the  last. 
This  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the  depression  in 
trade  and  consequent  scarcity  of  employment  last  winter. 

Appended  will  be  found  forms  A  and  B  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  a  list  of  notices  furnished  by  your 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  a  monthly  chart  of  births 
and  deaths  in  general,  with  a  few  causes  of  death  in 
particular. 

The  statistics  are  compiled  upon  an  estimated  popu¬ 
lation  of  12,250. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HUGH  FBAZEB-HUKST, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


W  alker-on  - Tyne , 

February  24th,  1896. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  WALKER-ON-TYNE, 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Fears  of  Age. 
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Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes 

IN  THE  SEVERAL  LOCALITIES  FOT  TREATMENT  IN 

Isolation  Hospital. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  December  15th,  1889. 

Isolation  Hospital :— Newcastle-on-Tyne  “City”  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  at  Walker  Gate,  within  the  Township. 


WALKER  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

INSPECTORS’  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED  IN  THE  YEAR  1895. 
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